
Citizens or a 
legislator have an 

idea for a bill.

The bill is introduced 
to one chamber 

(or both!)* 
The bill is sent to a

committee. Committee 
discusses. Citizens testify. 

Committee votes.

Sent back to 
chamber(s) to discuss 
& amend (maybe!) 2x.A bill must pass 

through step 2-4 in 
both chambers with

of the vote.

If the chambers have different 
versions of the bill, it’s sent 
to conference committee.

Bill dies.

If 2
3  House and 

2
3  Senate vote yes...

*This process happens only during legislative session each year. In the state of Minnesota, legislative session is typically held from mid-January to late 
May. Sometimes, special sessions will be convened afterward to complete any important tasks that were not accomplished during the regular session. 




